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Juvenile Court Judges Lead Teams in LaGrange Educational Summit 
He who opens a school door, closes a prison – Victor Hugo 

  

(Atlanta) For the almost 60,000 vulnerable children and youth who appear before Georgia's 
juvenile courts each year, educational success often appears out of reach. And yet, positive 
school experiences and success increase their chances for personal fulfillment and economic self-
sufficiency, as well as their ability to contribute to society. 
 
As the current research reveals, a large proportion of young people known to the juvenile courts 
are in educational crisis and headed not for a life of opportunity but a life of failure, long-term 
physical and mental health challenges, and financial burden to society. Research suggests that 
children involved in the court system are much less likely than children in the general population 
to finish high school, get a GED, or attend college or trade school. Research also shows that they 
are much more likely as adults to wind up homeless, be involved with the criminal court system, 
or rely on public assistance. 
 
The good news is that there is now a host of strategies and interventions that have been shown to 
make a difference – redirecting the trajectory from school to prison to one of school success. One 
of the greatest predictors of a young person's educational achievement is whether they have at 
least one connected adult who can help them stay on track, advocate for their educational needs, 
and surround them with the supports and resources they need to succeed. 
 
On July 19-20, 2012,	  modeling a School-Justice Partnership in practice at the state level by the 
Administrative Office of the Courts and the Georgia Department of Education, teams from 
across the state will gather at LaGrange College to learn how to improve educational outcomes 
for children involved with the juvenile courts. Approximately thirty teams — composed of a 
juvenile court judge, a school administrator, a representative from the Department of Family and 
Children Services, a representative from the Department of Juvenile Justice or the court staff 
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handling delinquent cases, and an additional person to be named by the judge — will attend 
informational sessions and have facilitated goal-setting sessions during the Summit, entitled 
"Conditioned for Success: Improving Educational Outcomes for Court-Involved Children." The 
goal of the project is to maximize the potential of each child in terms of that individual child's 
educational, social, artistic, athletic, and spiritual gifts. 
  
Judge Michael Key, Troup County Juvenile Court, and his staff, along with many leaders from 
the Troup County Division of Family and Children Services, the Troup County Department of 
Juvenile Justice, the Troup County Superintendent’s Office and all the state partners, will be 
hosts for the July summit to bring effective interventions widespread throughout the state of 
Georgia.  
  
The Summit is funded by grants from the Emmett and Nancy Hart Foundation, Inc., the Vivian 
Phillips Charitable Trust, and Casey Family Programs with staff support from the Administrative 
Office of the Courts. For more information, see: www.gaeducationalsummit2012.us.  
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